
Critical thinking
Written communication

Quantitative literacy
Intercultural knowledge and competence

Creative thinking

Information literacy

Global learning

Teamwork

Oral communication
Integrative learning

Civic engagement—local and global

Foundations and skills for lifelong learning

Inquiry and analysis

Reading

Problem solving

Ethical reasoning

We're changing the

conversation
The VALUE approach is both evidence-based and evidence-

generating. It is a methodologically sound, authentic, and creative 
response to the need for direct evidence of the quality of student 

learning across critical skills and abilities associated with success in 
life and work. Rather than a standardized test divorced from the 
curriculum, the VALUE Institute bases its assessment of student 
learning achievement on the actual work that students produce in 
response to assignments from the curriculum or co-curriculum in 

whatever institution(s) the student attended.

With the VALUE Institute, we’re creating a nationwide effort 
to change the conversation about higher education quality, 

equity, and assessment to help educators use learning 
outcomes evidence to improve student success.

higher education institutions have contributed 
138

Learn how your institution can use direct 
evidence of learning to improve student 

success at www.aacu.org/valueinstitute, 
or email valueinstitute@aacu.org
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How Should We Measure Learning?

"Our faculty members have 
shared the rubrics with students 
to help them see what different 

levels of learning look like."
 

–David Switzer, St. Cloud State 
University

 

"By using the VALUE rubrics...we have 
really changed the tenor of assessment 
from one of "policing" faculty teaching 

practices to enriching conversations 
about teaching and learning and how 

assessment can inform those 
conversations."

 
–D. Alexis Hart, Allegheny College

"The focus on sampling work that 
faculty assign and students complete... 

allowed us to highlight the faculty role in 
assessing student learning while 

creating spaces for faculty to learn more 
about assessment and assignment 

design."
 

–Jeanne Mullaney, Community College of 
Rhode Island

 

Students Matter. Faculty Matter. Assignments Matter.

VALUE’s 16 rubrics are the means to measure progress toward broadly shared Essential Learning 
Outcomes. These tools outline four levels of performance with higher scores denoting 

increasingly complex and sophisticated levels of proficiency. Higher scores on the scale—defined 
as a mark of 3 or 4—indicate the level of proficiency required of college graduates from all 

institutions in preparation for success. 

VALUE Rubrics:

student artifacts over the past five years, from

24 

52,534

different states!

Hawaii ~Oregon ~Utah ~Arizona ~Texas ~North Dakota ~Minnesota ~Missouri ~Wisconsin ~Michigan ~Indiana ~Ohio ~Kentucky ~Tennessee 
~Georgia ~Florida ~North Carolina ~South Carolina ~Virginia ~Pennsylvania ~Massachusetts ~Maine ~Connecticut ~Rhode Island

"Demonstrating quality and the achievement of learning outcomes 
is more important than ever. We are proud to be advancing new 

approaches to meaningful and effective  assessment as a means of 
delivering on the promise of American higher education."

 
–Lynn Pasquerella, AAC&U


